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JFCCT Meeting on Monday April 23, 2007



Thai-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce hosted JFCCT President's Council Luncheon Meeting at the Rembrandt Hotel. The election of two positions of Vice Chairman of JFCCT was held during the meeting. Mr. Deepak Mittal, Presidnet of India - Thai Chamber of Commerce and Mr. Mark Butters, Treasurer/Director of British Chamber of Commerce, elected by majority vote.
TPCC Held 2nd Annual Meeting

On Friday, March 23rd, 2007, the members of the Thai-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce convened at the J.W. Marriott Hotel in Bangkok for the 2nd Annual General Meeting. Among the topics discussed were updates on the Chamber’s website and ‘Connections’ magazine, news regarding trade between Thailand and Pakistan, the growing relationship between the Thai-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce  (TPCC) and the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) and a presentation on the financial report and budget for 2007 by Mr. Nadeem Amin, the Treasurer of the chamber.
World of Muslim 2007 Events

Thai-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce participated in World of Muslim’s Exhibition at Impact, Muang Thong Thani, Bangkok during 7th-9th September 2007. The exhibition was also in conjunction with the international conference “International Islamic Economic Cultural & Tourism Conference 2007”. The event focuses on halal industry to promote international trade. The Chamber showcased documentaries on Pakistan’s investment opportunities and tourism, along with products from Pakistan at the stall which attracted a number of enthusiastic visitors. A visiting delegation form Federal Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) attended the exhibition and the seminar. 

Investment Seminar
A seminar on “Investment Opportunities in Pakistan” was organized by Thailand’s Board of Investment (BOI) on 16th October 2007 at BOI’s office to promote investment in Pakistan. The forum provided an opportunity for the Commercial Counsellor, Embassy of Pakistan to highlight the attractive investment policy, economic potential and business opportunities available for Thai businessmen in Pakistan. Around 100 businessmen participated in the seminar which provided an opportunity for exchange of ideas for business opportunities in Pakistan with Thai stakeholders. The documentary on investment in Pakistan developed by BOI Pakistan was also shown to the audience.
Pakistan News

FPCCI and TPCC sign co-operation agreement (MoU) 
KARACHI, Oct. 26, 2007 - The Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FPCCI) and Thai-Pakistan Chambers of Commerce (TPCC) has signed a MoU for co-operation agreement. Acting President FPCCI, Qamer Zaman Gill and Vice-President Thai Pakistan Chamber of Commerce, Saddruddin Gilani signed the agreement on behalf of their respective chambers.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, acting president FPCCI said that the main purpose of the agreement is to facilitate the business community of both the countries and expand bilateral trade and economic relations. He said that under the agreement both the chambers are bound to regularly exchange economic and other information to support the development and future expansion of the trade, economic and technical cooperation between the business communities.

Vice President of TPCC, Mr. Saddruddin Gilani said that both the chambers will make combined efforts to reduce the trade imbalance between the two countries which is at present hugely in favor of Thailand. He said that Thai-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce will also make feasibilities for joint ventures to encourage the business community of both the countries. 

President General Pervez Musharraf Inaugurated M-1 Motorway 
October 30, 2007: The inauguration of Islamabad Peshawar Motorway (M-1) is an important milestone in the completion of National Trade Corridor, which shall provide a high speed, reliable and safe road travel facility between Islamabad and Peshawar, Islamabad-Peshawar Motorway has been constructed as six-lane facility.

Completion of this project shall open the doors of prosperity for the districts of Peshawar, Charsadda, Mardan, Swabi, Attock and Rawalpindi. The project shall give a boost to industrial development in the influence area and shall help in reducing poverty. for full details, please visit Business Recorder Newspaper.

Events Planned for ‘Visit Pakistan Year 2007' 

[image: image2.jpg]



The Tourism Ministry is celebrating 2007 as 'Visit Pakistan Year' and has planned some 52 different events all over the country to attract tourists. The year will be beginning with an inaugural ceremony including a cultural show at Islamabad on December 15. 

The celebrations and the events would begin with Lahore Marathon on January 14, followed by one-week Pakistan Tourism Fair in Lahore beginning from January 15, besides a two-day competition of brass band by armed forces on January 17 and 18. 

The events would help create a soft image of Pakistan commensurate with its tourism attractions and compatible with the socio-cultural heritage of the country.

THAI-WATER FESTIVAL SONGKRAN 
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LAHORE - Traditional dancers from Thailand performed at a Pak Thai Water Festival (Songkran) at Lemon Grass Restaurant on Saturday, April 14, 2007. 

Overseas Pakistani Investment Conference at Islamabad 
Overseas Pakistanis Division is holding a two day Overseas Pakistanis Investment Conference (OPIC) at Islamabad from March 5-6, 2007. The conference is expected to be attended by about 200 Overseas Pakistanis. For further information about the Conference, please check at:
http://www.pakistan.gov.pk/opic

Chief minister inaugurates wholesale store in Lahore
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LAHORE, Feb. 14, 2007: Chief Minister Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi said on Monday, that the Punjab government is paying special attention to the promotion and protection of foreign investment. The confidence of international investors had increased due to favourable investment climate in the province, he added. Addressing the inaugural ceremony of the first Makro Wholesale Centre in Punjab at Ravi Road, on Monday, he said that the new centres would safeguard the interests of consumers. The centres would ensure availability of quality items at affordable rates and help to reform the current, outdated system of trade for essential items. 
He said that the government had taken practical measures for supplying quality items to citizens at competitive rates. Makro Habib was the first company to set up a wholesale centre in Lahore, he added. The chief minister said that wholesale centres would generate job opportunities. Such stores would help in the development of the city in accordance with the vision of the present leadership, he added. 

Elahi said that hundreds of thousands of poor families were benefiting from Sasta Ration Scheme of the provincial government. The scheme provided flour, pulses and sugar to the people at wholesales prices, he added. He praised President General Pervez Musharraf in setting up the Utility Stores at the union council level. He said that this initiative would help people in remote areas in buying essential items at affordable rates.
The chief minister said that farmers and consumers were both benefiting from the collaboration of private sector in the purchase and supply of agricultural items. He said that the development of communication sector was of top priority. A network of roads was being built in the province that would increase economic activities, he added. He said that the Software Information Technology Park, the Ring Road, the Sports City, Shaikh Zayed Trade Center and other major projects would help in strengthening the economy. He said that new foreign universities were also being set up in the province for the promotion of education.

Malaysia Visa on Arrival (VOA) Facility 
Effective September 1, 2006, Malaysia has introduced a Visa on Arrival facility for all nationals traveling for social visit purposes, except those listed in item 6, at specific airports. 
All foreigners who wish to enter Malaysia for tourism purposes will be given a visa on arrival. Conditions for visa on arrival are as follows: 
1. The visa will be specifically for tourist purposes only and is valid for a period of 30 days. Extensions of visas are not allowed.
2. Travelers must possess confirmed air tickets back to country of origin or current residing country.

3. Proof of sufficient funds during the intended stay.
4. A fee of MYR100 is charged for visa on arrival at the entry points for single entry. (Note: Please be sure to remind passengers that they must have Malaysian local currency in advance in order to pay the visa fee before proceeding to the Immigration counter.)
5. Entry points that can issue visa on arrival are:
a. Kuala Lumpur International Airport, Sepang
b. Pulau Pinang International Airport, Penang
c. Senai International Airport, Johor
d. Kota Kinabalu International Airport, Sabah 
e. Kompleks Sultan Abu Bakar, Tanjung Kupang, Johore
Passengers entering Malaysia through other checkpoints are required to apply for their visas in their home countries.
6. These visas cannot be issued to nationals of the following countries:
a. African countries: Angola, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Cote d’lvoire, Republic of Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Guinea Bissau, Ghana, Liberia, Mali, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda and Western Sahara.
b. Nationals of Israel
c. Nationals of Republic of Serbia
d. Nationals of Republic of Montenegro
e. Nationals of Colombia
f. Nationals of Afghanistan
Please also ensure that passports are valid for more than six (6) months from date of entry into Malaysia. Immigration will not entertain any appeals for passports which have less than six (6) months of validity.
