News and Events 2005-2006 (Thailand) 
Liberalisation of Pakistan Visa Policy
To facilitate travel to and staying in Pakistan for foreign businessmen and investors, business visa policies have been considerably relaxed. Missions abroad are authorized to grant five years validity (Multiple) visa within 24 hours to businessmen of 69 countries (BVL) including Thailand with the duration of each stay to be three months. For detail please click "Visa Facilitation Services"

Early Harvest Program
Thailand and Pakistan have close friendly relations. Both the countries are desirous of expanding their mutual trade. At present the balance of trade is heavily in favor of Thailand. In this regard the Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan visited Thailand in May 2005 in which both countries have constituted a Joint Study Group. Two rounds of meetings have been held. 3rd round of the meeting will be held in September, 2006. Both the Governments intend to reach an agreement on the Early Harvest program through a Joint Study. This will involve selections of items for inclusion in the Programme and their tariff reduction. Thai-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce has been asked by the Commercial Counsellor to give suggestions for tariff and items inclusion in the EHP.

Independence Day Celebrated at AIT
A function to celebrate the 59th Independence anniversary Day of Pakistan was held by the Embassy of Pakistan on 14th August, 2006 at Asian Institute of technology (AIT) It was largely participated by Pakistani community and its friends in Thailand. On this occasion the messages of President of Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the Prime Minister of Islamic republic of Pakistan were read out. A colorful program was presented by Pakistani Student Association of AIT. The function was held successfully with the cooperation of Thai-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce, Pak-Thai Friendship Association & Pakistani Student Association of AIT. On this occasion H.E. the Ambassador high-lighted the developments taking place in Pakistan and Pakistan's relationship with Thailand and other countries. A documentary on Pakistan, its culture and important tourist attraction was also showed to the audience. (For pictures please click on picture gallery.)

Fruit and vegetable delegation 
A seven member trade delegation of Fruits and Vegetables from Quetta under supervision of Export Promotion Bureau, visited Bangkok from August 11 to 16, 2006. During the visit the Commercial Section, Embassy of Pakistan, Bangkok arranged their meeting with top business stores and also visits markets. During the meetings, Commercial Counsellor, invited the concerned purchase departments head's of Makro Stores and TOPS stores (two big retail chains), to visit Pakistan for import of their requirements. Commercial Counsellor also informed the delegates that they are already in contact with Makro in Pakistan. They showed their interest to visit Pakistan soon for this purpose; Necessary coordination by commercial Section, Embassy of Pakistan and facilitation by EPB will be provided The interest in import of fresh fruits and vegetable especially cherries, dates, apples, mangoes and pomegranate was expressed during the meeting. The delegation has a luncheon briefing by the President of Thai-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce. (For pictures please click on picture gallery.) 

Seafood Delegation 
A seafood delegation from Pakistan visited Bangkok from June 30th to 4th July, 2006 led by Mr. javed Anwar Khan, Director General, Export Promotion Bureau, Karachi. The delegation visited the following places. 
1. Visit of the Thai Seafood market on 3rd July 2006 
2. Meeting with the Thai Overseas Fisheries Association (TOFA on 4th July 2006 
3. Meeting with the Thai Frozen Food Association (TFFA) on 4th July 2006

Welcome Dinner for H.E. Khateer Hassan Khan
The new Ambassador to Thailand H.E. Khateer Hasan Khan arrived in Bangkok on May 1st 2006. The president of TPCC Chaudhry Sabahat Ellahi hosted a dinner in his honor on 8th July at Novotel Lotus. (For pictures please click on picture gallery.)
Learning for Fun...Education for Life (TIEE 2007) 
The department of Export Promotion, Ministry of Commerce of the Royal Thai Government, will be organizing the Thailand Internation Education Exhibition 2007 during 2-4 February, between 10.00 -18.00 Hrs., at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Bangkok.

Thai bourse says 'foreigner' definition changes will not have a major effect 
Thai bourse says 'foreigner' definition changes will not have a major effect "The adjustment of definition of "foreigner" in applying the Foreign Business Act B.E. 2542 (1999) will not affect most listed firms, SET President Ms. Patareeya Benjapolchai said after a preliminary study of public companies. This is because most listed firms are in the Act's List 3, which will not be affected. About 15 businesses classified as being in Lists 1 and 2 of the Act may have to adjust their shareholdings to meet the revised definition. Companies are advised to study the change in the "foreigner" definition to determine the extent to which it relates to them. Public firms seeking to clarify their situation to investors are welcome to use the SET information system to do so.

News and Events 2005-2006 (Pakistan)
Makro's wholesale outlet opens in Karachi 
KARACHI (November 22 2006): The government has adopted a policy of liberalisation and privatisation to speed up economic growth of the country. Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad stated this at the inauguration ceremony of the first wholesale outlet, Makro, here on Tuesday.
He said that a dynamic private sector could help the country to achieve its long-term economic growth and employment objectives. He said out that Pakistan is a large market, with growing population, rising income and buying power. "The government is looking at every aspect to ensure that investors are fully accommodated and facilitated."

MoU signed between LCCI & TPCC, on 20th November, 2006 
Memorandum of Understanding signed between The Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Pakistan and Thai-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce, Thailand. 

Both the Chambers have agreed to work towards improving trade, commerce & economic relations between the two countries towards promoting exchange of information relating to their respective markets, exchanging trade delegations and visits between personnel, promoting bilateral trade and identifying areas of investment under joint ventures.

Moreover, both Chambers also help each Chamber on organising trade fairs or export festivals and launching joint research to find posibilities of developing trade, investment and industrialized coopreration. 
Accor Group to Build a Network of Hotels in Pakistan 
Accor Group of France will build a network of its hotels in all major cities of Pakistan. This was disclosed by Mr. Gerard Pelisson, President of Accor Group during a meeting chaired by Mr. Zahid Hamid, Federal Minister for Privatization and Investment in Board of Investment. 

Mr. Pelisson who was accompanied by senior officials from the Accor Group said that the Group has already identified 10 sites for its Ibis chain of hotels and would like to go very fast in creating their presence in Pakistan. He said we are aware of the potential that Pakistan offers in the tourism sector and this is the reason they have decided to enter into long lasting partnerships with the Pakistani investors. He further pointed out that the Accor Group will also bring in its 5-Star hotel chain Sofitel and 4-Star hotel chain of Novotel in Pakistan and are currently in the process of finding good locations for them. 




Mr. Zahid Hamid, federal Minister for Privatization & Investment welcomed the decision of the Accor Group and said their presence in Pakistan would be a welcome addition in the hotel industry. He offered all possible assistance to the Group from the government of Pakistan and wished them success. 

Earlier, Mr. Hamid briefed the delegation about the economy and privatization & investment scenario in Pakistan. Mr. Saleem Gul Sheikh, Secretary Tourism, made a presentation on the tourism sector in Pakistan. The meeting was also attended by the Mr. Talat Miyan, Acting Secretary Board of Investment, Ms. Mariam Tyabji Guyer, Pakistan’s Investment Counsellor and senior officers of BOI.
